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fidams 50 has made some dramatic changes to improue academic achievement.




atrendaea a Ke-INventing SCcnoois Lo-
alition (RISC) seminar and heard Dr.
Robert Marzano speak on the issue.
Everything they saw and heard made
sense for Adams s50.

All students in kindergarten
through eighth grade were included
in the first implementation of the
Standards-Based Education (SBE)
model. The high school will begin a
staggered role out in fall 2010.

A Radical Rpproach

Copper Stoll, chief academic of-
ficer, was looking for an answer. “We
thought some of our problems could
be solved with curriculum mapping,
or maybe we needed pacing guides or
to raise the level of reading...we were
just looking for something. We didn't
know for sure what it was.”

Adopting the SBE model was bold.
“This isn’t adding something to the
plate,” she said. “This is changing
the plate of education.”

At Adams 50 students set their
own goals and choose their own
learning activities with the support
of their teacher. They work in small

TrOIm passive 1o dcuve iearners.

There are no traditional grade lev-
els; rather, there are 10 performance
levels. Level 1 may be comprised of
first and second grade content, etc.
At any point in time, when students
demonstrate proficiency, they move
to the next level and usually to a dif-
ferent classroom.

Students compare their self-paced
learning to a vidco game. When they
have achieved proficiency at one
level, they move to the next level,
until they achieve their goal and win
the game. At Adams 50 standards are
the constant and time is the variable.

Proficiency Levels: Not Grades

There are no traditional grades.
Rather, there are numeric indicators:
1= emerging; 2 = partially proficient;
3 = proficient; 4 = advanced. Students
advance with a proficiency score of 3
or better. No more advancement with
less than adequate understanding
(like getting a D).

On Sept. 21, 2009, Dwight D. Jones,
Colorado Department of Education
(CDE) Commissioner of Education
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and choose their own
learning activities.

They hauve shifted from
passive to active learners.
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